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July – September 2018
The very hot summer months in Jodhpur are passing without any major problems. The new school year is 
starting in July. The school fees are paid, new school uniforms, school material, as well as pencils and 
notebooks have been bought und our sponsored schoolchildren are excited to be entering the new classes.
Silvia Kunz is taking a 2-months break which she is spending in Muotathal to join her husband Rolf who has 
been in Switzerland since February. We both enjoy the extraordinarily beautiful Swiss summer. Thanks to 
modern technology we are always up-to-date and fully informed about our projects and the people we 
support in Jodhpur.

October 2018
At the beginning of October Silvia and Rolf Kunz are returning to Jodhpur where they receive a very warm 
welcome from Tara, Geeri, Gaurav and Abhishek, the Indian family who is living with us and taking care of 
our home and dog during our absence. Kala, our dog, is equally happy to have us back.

Visitors from Switzerland: Silvia’s mother is visiting us again. It is her 3rd trip to Jodhpur. Hanni, her friend, 
is joining her. They are going to spend 4 weeks with us. We visit our projects, and some of our sponsored 
school children and their mothers are surprising Mami with a cake and candles for her 83rd birthday.
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                                      Kalid Khan - may his soul rest in peace

According to Muslim culture, his wife 
will not be allowed to leave her room 
for 4 ½ months after the passing of her 
husband. She is not allowed to speak 
or to receive any visitors. Silvia 
received a special permission from 
Khalid’s mother and sister to visit 
Rukhsana occasionally, together with 2 
of Silvia’s Indian friends. Guarded by 
the widow’s in-laws, we do not speak, 
but holding her hand and giving her the 
feeling that we care brings her some 
solace. 

ANSHULA continues to pay the school fees, etc. for the three children, who are coming to our house on and 
off to play. The warm winter sweaters for their school uniforms we bought together. A sad shopping trip as 
last time we bought the uniforms, their father had joined us all.
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Shortly after our return to 
Jodhpur we pay a visit to 
Khalid, our former tuktuk 

driver. A sad visit as we all 
know he will lose his battle 
against the cancer he has. 

On October 30 Khalid 
passes away.. 

Together with his family we 
mourn the death of a 
wonderful friend, father, 
husband, son and hardworking 
man whose earnings served to 
fulfil the needs of his family 
and very many relatives.
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Pooja Jogi is back on the street: Pooja turned 16 in January 2018. She has been going through a difficult 
time in the past months.
She never went to a proper school, but due to her age, i.e., the law in Rajasthan, she had to be placed in 5th 
class. She received a lot of support and help from the teachers and Anita, the Hostel owner, as well as from 
the other girls in the hostel who did homework and studied with her. Despite the tuition classes, Pooja had 
problems in maths and science. She had to repeat the exams in these 2 subjects, but fortunately she 
passed. In “Arts & Handicrafts”, “Social Science and Health” she even received the highest grade, “A”.
At the end of October, Pooja disappeared from school and hostel for 3 days and nights. Upon her return she 
said she had spent this time with a boy. Considering all the risks such escapes may bear, the owner of the 
hostel was no longer willing to take responsibility for Pooja. 
After more talks with Pooja, her family, the hostel owner and the school principal we decided to stop 
supporting Pooja. Like many times before, Pooja had sworn to change her behaviour. Having given Pooja 
many chances, we know that nothing will change, that she will never obey to the rules and continue lying.
Pooja will be 17 in January 2019. It is a matter of time until she will be married. Presently, she is living on the 
street again with her parents, grand-mother and a new-born sister.
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The outcome of this story which 
started full of hopes for all 
involved, saddens us 
tremendously. But it also shows 
that not everybody can be helped 
– no matter how strongly we wish 
and try to do so. 

The good news at present is that 
Pooja’s little brother, Prem, seems 
to have got the hang of it. Despite 
initial difficulties at the school, he 
quickly adapted and now achieves 
great results. He enjoys studying 
and is happy and well integrated at 
the boarding home.
Keep it up, dear Prem!
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December 2018
A dream comes true for Sanju Jawa: Over the past years, Sanju has become a friend and valuable 
assistant to ANSHULA here in Jodhpur. Sanju is a Dalit. She is married and has 2 children. With her salary – 
which she receives quite irregularly - she is supporting not only her family but also her large circle of 
relatives. Her husband is an alcoholic and often beats wife and children. ANSHULA is paying the school fees 
for her son, who is now going to college, and partially for her daughter (the other half being paid by Sambhali 
Trust). 

Sanju has many years of experience in working in different boutiques in the old town of Jodhpur. She 
recently was offered the opportunity of renting a small shop. With a micro-credit given by ANSHULA, Sanju 
was able to open her own boutique on December 10. 
ANSHULA’s contribution towards women empowerment: We are confident that Sanju will make it work. She 
is a strong, determined woman who does not give-up easily. Moreover, she has the experience it takes to run 
a boutique in the old town of Jodhpur.

Please join us in wishing Sanju the best 
of luck for her endeavours!
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Looking back on the 2nd half-year 2018
With the help of our donors, ANSHULA was again able to provide valuable support to underprivileged 
children and people. Thus giving them hope and courage to continue with their life. 
We are hoping to be able to fulfil our commitments towards the sponsored schoolchildren and 
underprivileged women also in 2019.	

-			We are especially happy that an 8-year old girl from Switzerland decided upon her own initiative to 
make wrist-bands which she sold to donate the money to ANSHULA. With her donation, she can finance the 
school fees for a girl here in Jodhpur for one year.

-   Some of our friends who celebrated a special birthday in 2018 asked for donations for ANSHULA, rather 
than receiving personal gifts.

A very big Thank You to Cilia and to all our friends and donors who trust in us and the work we do!

	
Jodhpur, end of December 2018

	Silvia + Rolf Kunz-Domenig
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